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Make sure you turn to pages 14 and I5 of this issue to 
see the brilliant winning photographs from this year’s 
RSPCA photo competition sponsored by those generous 
Olympus camera people and publishers Dorling 
qiasthe kt ah We had thousands of amazing entries and it 
fficult CHES the best ones. Thanks to 
ryt) 
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4 am very concerned 
about pets that don’t get 
enough care and attention 
from their owners. | think 
people should make sure 
that they really can take up 
the responsibility of looking 
after a pet. Owners should 
also be prepared to pay for 
veterinary treatment. 

Pets should be special 
and get lots of love, care 
and attention. 

Lisa Bardle (Il) 
Hertford, Herts 
We couldn’t agree more 
Lisa! 


large pond in our 

town has rubbish like 
plastic bags, cans and sweet 
wrappers in it. This is very 
harmful to the fish, ducks 








and large number of 
swans using the pond. 

Rubbish left lying 
about is harmful to 
wildlife so instead of 
dropping your litter 
anywhere you happen to 
be standing, wait until 
you come across a bin 
and use it — it doesn’t 
cost anything and it’s 
better for the wildlife! 
Krystal Jennings (11) 
Devizes, Wiltshire 
Well said Krystal. Everyone 
can help. 


was reading ‘Hanging 

Around’, a news story 
in the September/ 
October 1996 issue of 
Animal Action, and | never 
realised there were any 


Top tip 


In IReMSIE INN EN Al Ko <1 TO LIT 


great free food for your 
or guinea pig. When you 
carrots, cut the tops off, 
them in a saucer and alm 


rabbit 
have 
put 
lee 


cover them with water. Keep 


the water topped up and 


before long the 


carrot tops will sprout. My rabbit loved them! 


Lindsay Hodge (14) 
Chard, Somerset 
Nice one Lindsay. Do any ot 


her readers have original pet 


food recipes? Send them in — we'll print the best ones! 


wild animals like stags 
living so close (I live in 
Gwent, Wales). It 
certainly gave mea 
surprise. It just proves 
that if you look hard, you 
can sometimes find things 
that you wouldn’t expect. 
Hayley Simms (13) 
Newport, Gwent 






















Ride ons 
|Getting 
ready for 
the hunt. 


read your report on 
fox-hunting and was 

not in the least 
impressed by the 
hunters’ excuses. 
“We're controlling a 
pest.” “We're killing 
them quickly.” “Not 
many are hunted.” 
Rubbish! What do they 
take us for? It can’t be 
that sporting to go after 
an innocent fox with a 
dozen or so hounds. In 
my opinion there 
should be a law against 
this cruelty. 
Carol Topley (11) 
Worthing, West 
Sussex 

G Good point Carol! The 

2 RSPCA will continue to 

2 campaign against the cruel 

§ hunting of foxes and other 

# animals with dogs, 





Cricketers in Chelmsford, Essex were bowled over 
when a muntjac deer invaded the ground during a 
match. The wayward animal briefly stopped play 


between Essex and Northamptonshire before racing 
into a nearby market, falling between some office 
railings and getting trapped in a well. 


The RSPCA joined forces with the Essex Fire 


Service and police to rescue the deer from the well. 
After a quick health check, RSPCA inspectors 
released the uninjured animal back to the wild. 


Best 
friends: 
Sasha and 
Tessa. 


Solo Syndication 


al 























RSPCA/Colin Carver 


An RSPCA bravery award has gone to 
Sasha the Siberian husky for saving the 
life of a greyhound cross called Tessa. The 
pair were out walking in Nottingham 
with their owner when Tessa, a former 
RSPCA rescue dog, chased some ducks on 
to a frozen canal. The ice gave way under 
her weight and Tessa fell into the freezing 
water. 

Seconds later, Sasha raced on to the ice 
and into the water and grabbed the 
drowning dog by the scruff of the neck. 
The husky dragged her helpless chum six 
metres to the canal bank where they 
were helped out by their owner, Alex 
Roebuck. 

Sasha was presented with the Animal 
Plaque which is given in recognition of an 
animal’s exceptional courage, 
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If you’re lucky enough to have 
Sky television you’re probably 
addicted to its brilliant new 
drama series Springhill. For those 
who don’t know, Springhill is set 
in Liverpool and follows the lives 
of the Freeman family. And those 
of you who think youngest son 
John Paul — played by actor Paul 
Culshaw — is a bit of a cutie, 
we've got some good news for 
you! He’s crazy about animals — 
especially rabbits! 

Paul, 13, told Animal Action: “I 
don’t have any pets but | love 
rabbits — | like any animal you can 
cuddle so | suppose that rules 
hedgehogs out!” He recycles 
whatever he can whenever he 
can and says “we should all do 
our little bit to help the 
environment”. And although John 
Paul hopes to become a priest in 
Springhill, Paul certainly doesn’t 
want to follow in his footsteps. 
Hooray! 

@ Catch Springhill on Sky One, 
Tuesdays at 8pm. 


Sky One/Sam Teare 
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Happy days? 


Be adventurous? 


With over 50 exciting one-day Animal Action 
Adventures planned for next year, the only 
difficulty you'll have is deciding which ones 
to do! Find out what really goes on behind 
the scenes of the RSPCA’s busy hospitals 
and rehoming centres. Maybe you'd like a 
day on the farm or want to learn how to 
care for sick and injured wildlife. 
Whether you want to muck in or muck 
out, we're sure we have something for 
you! 

Make sure you don’t miss out. Write to 
the Education Department, RSPCA, 
Causeway, Horsham, West Sussex RHI2 IHG 
and find out what's going on in your area now! 


“ at time! 
You’re gua 
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¢ write to the 



















it Tle die Tita) 
Scruffts Mongrel Champion 
ET SB Te riety ce) 
rescue dog beat 53 other 
mongrels and crossbreeds to 
win the top title at the 

PY Tio acm Cae it ty 
bir oy aC 
sponsored by Pedigree 
Petfoods. 

Three-year-old Rupert, a 
bearded collie cross wheaten 
terrier, was dumped outside 
a veterinary surgery in Kent 
as a puppy. He was rescued 
by the RSPCA and now lives 
Li tl OTT] 
three other rescue dogs. 

Rupert was presented 
ALT yg 
A eer ya irre cay May 
star Pam Ferris at the RSPCA 
eta Vel most eg 
Surrey. 






Happy hound: Rupert is Britain’s 
Bounce Mongrel Champion. 


RSPCA/Tim Sambrook 








The RSPCA 


wants to wipe out 


guinea pigs. 





















The RSPCA has helped police uncover one of the world’s 
largest hauls of illegally held rhinoceros horn. The 125 
black, white and Asian rhino horns worth £2.8m were 
discovered in a garage in Kensington, London — the 
largest one is valued at £96,000. 

RSPCA Chief Inspector Terry Spamer said: “The white 
horns we found represent more than one per cent of the 
entire population of white rhinos. There is enormous 
cruelty involved in poaching these animals.” There are 
around 7,500 white rhinoceros in the world and just 
2,400 black rhinos. 

Five people are being questioned in connection with 
the haul. 
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Luke spent a fun-packed da 
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Best. buddies: Jamie with fess 

1 Kicking pal Zo@Ball. 
> ae 


ee. 4 
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Jamie Theakston and a great Dane? 
Not much according to Jamie. “Great 
Danes and me have a lot in common — 
we're both huge and ungainly, slob 
around and get in everyone's way.” You 
have been warned! 

Jamie may be a city lad now, but he 


grew up surrounded by animals in Sussex. 


STM er=« eo MZ Mela Mec SIC UL Ke Uae In Z=1 
had all kinds of animals roaming around — 
horses, goats, cows, cats, dogs. We were 
surrounded by farms and | used to love 
helping out.” 

Twenty-five-year-old Jamie moved to 
London seven years ago, but still has a 
soft spot for country life. “! often go to 
Sussex to see my parents. But although | 
like the idea of going to the country to 
get away from everything, | enjoy town 
life as well — | want the best of both 
worlds!” 

(eye teMed menteMe lie yer Ce Mey il NUL) 
London is that Jamie can’t have any pets. 
TeV elt gee UI) ALLL <M COMME N CoM Mok sia) 
boxer — but 1 work long hours and don’t 
ENE Wels anoM sn collet Lace aT 
Pre 





Jamie loves getting out and about and on 
a recent trip to South Africa he had the 
chance to drive across a wildlife park. He 
says; “Suddenly we came across about 
seven of eight families of monkeys — I've 
got no idea what they were. My friend 
and | just sat there for an hour and a half 
watching them. They were amazing — not 
shy at all and really curious about us.” 
He thinks there is nothing better than 
RS USM UML ar Vel Lech 
“It's much more exciting going out and 
TATUM ALN AMAA Led ATLL 
You can go to a zoo and see what an 
animal physically looks like, but it's great 


to see them out in the wild with 
the natural backdrop and 
everything. That's much more 
Cetin) ae , 

However, Jamie did go to London 
Zoo recently to do some filming for 
another programme he presents — 
BBC's The O-Zone. “| hadn't been toa 
Zoo since || was about seven and || had to 
LoM latte ave Ke nya Woden =e-NeL aya eke Tee) 
not too fond of spiders so | was very 
proud of myself. Actually, | was 
petrified!” 

While he was there, Jamie became 
transfixed by the golden lion tamarins — 
small, tropical American monkeys. “They 
are the most amazing little monkeys with 
fabulous golden manes. | spent so long 
Re ilare ae (atau colo] or Lem A UCU LL 
came over to see if | was all right!” 

DUNN rofl -> do EUX-te data AR 
only a few hundred golden lion tamarins 
left in the world. “| was so shocked,” says 
Jamie. “But they’ve got a breeding 
foley TUNNLALM Wala ViT=1RM GATS) AN 
managed to breed about 500. | think 
that’s really good.” 

But just knowing that an animal is 
endangered is not enough in Jamie's 
book. “| think it’s important to find out 
why animals are endangered. When | was 
at school, teachers used to tell us species 
were endangered but | never really knew 
why. We should investigate why it’s 
happening and what can be done to stop 
ie” 


Jamie has good intentions when it comes 
to doing his bit for the environment — 
he’s just lazy! 

“| do recycle,” he says. “| have a 
hallway between my kitchen and lounge 
EWM aes aaa celia paella Lo 
pass because there are eight months’ 












eis Mage ey 
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worth of newspapers stuck there, waiting 
to be recycled. It's turning in to an assault 
course becatise | only get to the tip about 
twice a year. I'll need a huge removal van 
to shift everything at this rate.” 

Although Jamie now has his own 
bachelor pad, he used to share a house 
with friends. “They used to hate me going 
to the tip because | always used to bring 
Sn ny Hora gl 

Once | found a \brilliant 1950's fridge. 
It didn't work so |! stripped it down, spray 
PeeVah< Lol am TC Se ML ain Ue Uae] 
turned it in to a cupboard. | could use it 
to store all those newspapers!” 

Although he is a very busy man, Jamie 
says he really enjoys working on Live & 
Kicking with co-presenter Zoé Ball, Each 
week Zoé makes a viewer’s dream come 
EigU Mee Me Uae <-te h Col MO SAA} 
wanted to be a veterinary surgeon to 
Sei Wel Vara aS Oia Scola) 
Hospital in north London where Animal 
Talos yee =Xe 

(Thea Co iM (ol Me aM Toms nT 
he doesn't fancy the idea of presenting 
Animal Hospital. “I'd rather do a ‘Jamie on 
STUN 9 71 \ ANCA (ota Koo 
over the world,” he says. “Plus I’ve got a 
thing about hospitals!” 


RSPCA/Andrew Linscott 











Animal Action looks at how you can 
be really green and help the RSPCA 


Innocent victim: One of the 
thousands of dogs waiting to be 
rehomed by the RSPCA. 


veryone knows that kittens 
and puppies are cute — after 
all, thousands are born every 
year. But sadly some will not 
find homes and may eventually have to 
be destroyed by their breeders or 
other people. The RSPCA tries to 
DEL CR RM Mere Ule Rs loy CML 
ieolatela tee Uk MAUS te koe RAZ -1818 
unwanted litters. You can help the 
RSPCA by making sure your pet is 
neutered. If more pet owners stopped 


by having your pet neutered. 













DT Uy 


pieces of furniture or even people! 
Barking and a bad temper are other 
signs of frustration. 

Unneutered female dogs come into 
tS fla ae Colm VoLelt nT Rt 
Mtoe ane Wie MTCMEUE Lj 
attracts scores of visiting dogs to her 
owner’s front door. She will also be 
quite anxious to escape and, as a result, 
LEV AM ia exo Moolitt ge) MOLI xe] 
bitches can also go through ‘phantom 
pregnancies’ which can lead to all sorts 
of odd behaviour and may even require 
veterinary attention to sort it out. 
aI) ae eM Ue E Mel Roe gris 
tumours and pyometra — a serious 
disease of the womb. 





UC Ty yop UCT ees 





RSPCAINick Cunard 





eC Cie Ce a et ele aad 
is nursed by the RSPCA, 


LS n@r Orel Mele elo) 


A female cat in season also has great 
powers of attraction — legions of cat- 
UT a icel eT col Mo UKe old 


their dog or cat from having puppies or 4 ; 7 5 ction: AN unneutered 
(areca MAACO LA Uae) Alaa Nara] Mass prosus three litters a yeare 
TEU UR ZTe RC cat can ha 





normal health risks associated with 
birth and pregnancy can actually be 


dramatically. 
rie ll a 
Pace creel nar Umer aol NZL 
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better! Unneutered male cats tend to 









- 
\ Takes time: 


iad 


Dt alta ae aT l a Te) 
female cat can have three pregnancies a 
year and five or six kittens per litter. 


ar Taanliel 
aD Mu ma eed 
SUE s( >To Rol Rta a7 oC Role UT) 


Tce CE ULL UTIL early in life. Cats — both males and eter gee Rea coee els eRe D S od PROS sc UR eu Sr UR a ROCCO 
pregnant. Neutering or ‘spaying’ a females — can be neutered at five or six of fights which can lead to Tay (elm aac! ‘s Ns Pen cara iol As a rough guide, cats can cost 
female animal involves removing the months old. Female dogs — bitches — infected wounds. Tom-cats also ‘spray’ \ os Will neutering make my pet between £30-£50, bitches in the region 


womb and ovaries. For a male just the 
testicles are removed and this is called 
castration. Both operations are 
straightforward, carried out under 
general anaesthetic and the animals 
recover quickly. 

When should a cat or dog be 
Drei at 

They can be neutered at just about any 
time of life. But to stop unwanted 
pregnancies neutering should be done 


should be neutered shortly after the 
first season which usually happens at 
around six months old. Your veterinary 
surgeon can advise you on the best age. 
Male dogs are usually neutered 
between seven and |2 months of age. 
Will my pet look or behave 
differently afterwards? 

Don’t worry — although neutering can 
Ei (rear WLLL TON UL AL Lest ROLES) 
think that any changes are for the 


oR aon (od Brie centres 


— mark out their territory by urinating 
Colao Ma nol ela Te SL aL ce) 
Flame oleae y-Tae(ell lla) mals (oLe las 
Unneutered male dogs tend to be 
more aggressive than neutered ones — 
Cal) tT conn Let oH 
they often escape from their owners in 
an attempt to find a female dog and are 
often injured or cause traffic accidents 
as a result. Male dogs which are kept 
indoors may turn their attentions to 
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Lr Log 

Only if you overfeed it after the 
operation! Neutering itself does not 
ieee Ula cum lla aol a me cole ame 
may not need as much food as before 
so you should keep an eye on how 
much you give it. 

MgB T ee ee ties 
PTS Mur ees ae) 
There is no good reason for letting a 
dog or cat produce a litter. In fact the 


of £80-£100 and dogs between £40- 
ra 10 Me Nae Le 
when you think of all the problems you 
would be avoiding — it's worth it. Your 
vet will also be able to tell you exactly 
how much it will cost to neuter your 
oro 

So now you know all the facts about 
irellt cla ay em Ua Lee elt amo 


ure eC 
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Here are the names of ten well-known creatures from 
around the world. Unfortunately, someone seems to have 
cut them into pieces and muddled them all up! Can you 
use the quick clues below to help you put them back 
together — using each piece only once, and making sure 


that there are none left over at the end? Ga me g iveaway 


| j | Ww Brighten up those cold winter nights with this fast and furious board- 
game with a difference! It’s for four or more players, aged eight to 80, 
so the whole family can join in. Pick a card and use the squidgy dough 
to model what was written on the card as fast as possible. The first 
team to guess what is being modelled takes some dough from the 
opposing team by using a ‘dough plugger’ — the more dough you lose, 
the harder the modelling becomes! A perfect opportunity to 
OW" ] = TF discover hidden artistic talent — or not! Rapidough is available 
| Can you add the three missing words to complete the : Mh oT , Bs ; from all good toyshops, price £24.99. 
| names of the creatures listed below? ' ; ; ! ee A AT LLM ote othe ENR COMMON elma Mila LeLUy 
: we have eight games to give away to readers who 
can find the names of two animals hidden in 
1 Duckbilled? Po RAPIDOUGH. Answers to: RAPIDOUGH/Animal Action. 
2 “Mud, mud, glorious mud!” H Closing date: 19 February 1997. 
Colour-changer? C 
4 Akindofcamel D/ 
5 “See ya later...” A 
Pink bird? F 





If you love horses and ponies then PONY magazine is 
for you. Filled with features, photo stories, news, 
competitions, giveaways, real-life reader dramas and 
a brilliant pull-out poster section, PONY is the 

liveliest horsy mag around. Priced at only £1.20, you 
can get PONY each month from your local 
newsagent. 

We've got ten subscriptions to give 
away! If you’d like to receive PONY free for a 
year, just tell us the word missing from this 
famous horse’s name: - -- -- Beauty. 
Is it a) brown b) white or c) black? 
Answers to: PONY/Animal Action. 
Closing date: I9 February 1997. 


oy 
Sip 
cilia Ee 


1s Two of the creatures in the list 
above are kinds of reptile. Which ones are they? 


SOUND-ALIKES 


| am a kind of monkey found mainly in the forests 
of South Asia. | 
Am | called a MACAW or a MACAQUE? 





i 
= 
Z 
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!am a South American animal with four legs, 
hooves and a thick warm coat. 
Am |a LEMUR ora LLAMA? 


lam a large stork found in parts of Africa. Am | 
a MARABOU or a CARIBOU? 


Cr) Tem wloleleel se) LoL lena ach ots 
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Well done to I7-year-old Claire Thomas from Peteriee in 
Durham whose photograph of Fern, a border collie dog, 
SC) RC CORO) OV CE LSE LP Cr 
PN CeO Creer MC Sadly Con 
sponsored by Olympus and Dorling Kindersley, included: 
£1,000 in cash, £1,000 of Dorling Kindersley books and 
£1,800 worth of Olympus cameras. 


Competition judges — television 


presenter and wildlife photographer ’ 
Chris Packham, deputy editor of the | 

Young Telegraph Kitty Melrose and y 

Animal Action editor Michaela Miller — 

said they chose Claire’s photograph 


of Fern because of its “appeal and 
sense of life and motion”. 
You can see Claire’s brilliant 


Pee MASI TLC AeA ON SY TmTAT Ay 4 Were Cy (i 
photographs from) each of the four es | ais ne 
(ora -)-Xo)g al Coen Ma Tol nanan QZ Pcs 0 her’ 
Ro olele MeN TM CelN aeRO Witte] photograP 
Action poster for this issue! SD ‘ March | 
An exhibition of the winning wr Ca) sts 
photographs and other outstanding ril AN ey 
entries will be at the Gallery Bar in Ap ion 
the Grosvenor House Hotel in Pc Acti M 


London until 12 January 1997. 
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WILDLIFE 
Age 12 to 17 
My Pet Fly 
eee Anna Spenser (13) 
Cleopatra Cheshire 
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@ While on holiday in Suffolk, Carly 
Attridge (10) came up with the great idea 
of painting pebbles collected from the 
beach and selling them! She managed to 
raise £3.20 as a result. Great thinking! 

@ Enthusiastic fundraiser John Makepeace 
(8) from Andover in Hampshire has raised 
a total of £51.27 by holding a whole host of 
events in aid of the RSPCA. They included a 
coffee morning, a stall at his school féte, 
odd jobs and saving his own pocket money! 
@ When Fiona Price (9) from Clacton-on- 
Sea in Essex decided to clear out her old 
teddies, she decided to hold a teddy 
tombola in aid of the RSPCA! With the 

We ieleved alates rectal gece n=l UD Me Utd nel iat=tare! 
Rhiannon, she raised the sum of £11. 

@ Strong-willed Victoria Nelson, Erin 
C€arracedo, Rhian Robinson, Katie 
Khudarieh and Sammy Jo Butler, all pupils 
of Sele County First School in Hexham, 
Northumberland cut out chocolates and 
sweets from their diet for a whole week! 
They raised £25.10. 

@ Kelly Marsden of Mansfield in 
Nottingham organised a sponsored litter- 
pick in her school. Kelly’s team picked up 
14 black bin-liners full, raising a total of £40 
for the RSPCA. 

@ Arty Rachel Williams, Zara Thomas and 
Katy Underwood, all of Barkers Lane 
Primary School in Wrexham raised £15 for 
the RSPCA by designing and selling 
programmes for their school concert. This 
is the fourth time in 12 months they have 
raised money for the RSPCA! 

@ Hats off to St Joseph's School in 
Cranleigh, Surrey for raising £55 for the 
ccs 1 pou mnvol ctcltacrl alate) 

(Tne Ute ol IT ny ace Ua Lo aol MLA 





































Samantha Colabuono (9) of Luton together with sister Rebecca and 
friends Louise and Stacey dressed up as animals as part of their 
school’s summer féte. They sold handmade friendship bracelets, as 
well as home-made cakes and knitted animals. A total of £44.78 was 
raised on the day and when the local bank heard about their good 
work, a further £44.was donated! Top stuff! 


SUPER MODEL 
The Third Attenborough 
Brownies in Nottingham 
raised £50 for the RSPCA 
animal centre at Radcliffe- 
on-Trent by holding a really 
cool fashion show. Not only 
did they organise the whole 
event but they had great 
fun modelling the outfits! 



















CA’s Millbrook Animal 
hobham. Thanks everyone, 


TAKINGS 


Frances Hutchinson (7) of 
Leeds raised £31.72 for 
7 her local RSPCA animal 
centre — the money was 
gw raised from the takings of a 
stall that she held. Frances 
ey the whole event 


ee emiseee en (11), her sister Eleri 
(8), and friend Chloe Holden (8) from 
Hassocks in West Sussex got together and 
wrote their own magazine called Pets ‘N’ 
Looks like it’s in direct competition 
with Animal Action as Pets ’N’ Paws is all 
about animals too! The girls sold 23 copies 
of their first issue raising £2.30. They are 
CelUTatrcinia yan wod A dl ny ace L GAL MAKc >a eae 
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Add a personal touch to your ornaments and presents 
with these unique and innovative kits. Each kit includes 
easy-to-follow instructions, a polystyrene model, sequins 
and pins. Together you can 

create your 

own stunning 

model of a 

rabbit, owl, 

teddy, seal, 


The closing date for all competitions and offers is Penguin OF cat, 


; Price £5.99 from 
19 February 1997. Compiled by Ambreen Nawaz. deparenient 


stores, mail 

order catalogues, 

and all good 

toyshops. We 

have 20 rabbit 

3D-sequin kits 

to give away. 

To win one, just 

name three he wee 7 ee : 

different types of 1 ee , 
rabbit. Answers to: ed f 
RABBIT/Animal 
Action. 


Head on: Face-to- 
Pee ei 


34 re 
panora 
Also includ 


This book gives the low- 
down on what it really 
means to be a vet — the 
ups and the downs! It’s 
full of fun quizzes and 
illustrations, as well as 
practical advice. Price 
£3.99, it’s available from 
all good bookshops. We 
have 20 copies to 
give away to the 
. geniuses who can 
Sa ee ma answer this question: true or fa 
A NO oder Miami «What is ‘vet’ short for? — Write to 
—_— Answers to: TARANTULA, 
VET/Animal Action. Animal Action. 


Aen Dalton 


find in your Ic 





aan | 
High flier: Genets 
are very good at 
Pat 


Pa 


f you like cats then you’re bound 

to like the look of the genet. But 

despite its appearance, the genet 
is not a cat at all. It's a member of the 
mongoose family which also includes 
Pa M stl cl 

Genets have long bodies, short 

limbs and pointed faces with largish 
ears and whiskers. 


After dark: A genet 
ae 





Their yellow/brown fur is covered 
with rows of different-sized black 
spots. They have a stripe of bristly 
black hair on their back and their paws 
are grey or black with retractible 
claws — just like cats. 

Genets have very long tails which 
have a number of dark rings running 
Elen N AoC ZO ITLL 






Bruce Coleman Ltd/Antonio Manzanares 





Although genets are found mainly in 
Africa, the European (or Common) 
genet lives in France and Spain. 


Genets are solitary creatures which 
are active at night (nocturnal). They 
live among thick, dense vegetation 
and, due to their sharp claws, are very 
good at climbing and living in trees. 
Genets are meat-eaters (carnivores) 
and feast on small mammals, birds, 
reptiles, eggs and insects. They are 
also partial to a bit of fruit. They 

Solan sllitat MU al RL oleae (OM pose 
of their foraging on the ground. 

Genets approach their prey by 
Cana ay =a ent Lao) } Lame U LAT TL ayc4 
and stopping again. They are very well 
camouflaged — especially on moonlit 
nights. Genets use their paws to hold 
on to their prey — unlike other 
members of the family. 

During the day the genet sleeps, 
only waking to move from one resting 
site to another. Rest periods are 
usually spent on the ground in caves 
or holes in trees. 


Genets reach maturity at two and 
mating can take place twice a year. 





Ims/Joaquin Gutierrez Acha 


Oxford Scientific 
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Tasty snack: Genets are carnivores. 


In Europe the two peak times for 
Re Neiay are Ula yaa LAL) 
September. The pregnancy lasts ten to 
Miia ce Uo Ren Msc 
between one and three young. The 
cubs are born in protected places such 
as caves, hollow trees and rock 
crevices. They are covered with hair 














and are blind — the eyes open eight 
days after birth and their hearing kicks 
in after five. Genets grow quickly — 
although they weigh less than | 00g at 
birth, this doubles within 12 days and 
quadruples within one month. 

The young are raised by their 
mother who protects them from the 
EMM NACo lem ant emcluatTRU SEN] 
provides the female with food while 
she raises her young. The cubs feed on 
small amounts of solid food after only 
six weeks and change to a completely 
solid diet after two months. The cubs 
quickly learn to chase moving prey and 
are able to stalk and kill their own 
food by about nine months. 


Genets have been widely 
domesticated and have even been kept 
as pets — although we don't 
recommend you get one! In Europe 
they were kept as rat catchers until 
they were replaced by the modern 
domestic cat in the Middle Ages. 
(ele gmprolaeU Mc LaTor- Tao R CG) 
species and live to about ten years or 
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(ieya— eLearn mc Colm agLee nol amar Lod eta 
have been reduced, altered or 
destroyed by humans may result in a 
Coley oO Lan X= 


Amanda Bailey 


Oxford Scientific Films/Rob Nunnington 


Hanging around: Genets have very long 
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You live in an inner-city 
area where there are loads 
of cats. How do you stop 
your cat from having kittens 
and adding to the problem? 
4A Demand that your parents move 
house straight away. 
What problem? You love kittens 
and you can always get the RSPCA to 
rehome them. 
€ Have her spayed as soon as 
possible. 


Sy 


o 


Your mum has just 

vr ) returned from a 

J marathon tour of the 
supermarket but she forgot to 
) 4 buy eggs. She asks you to get 
GY some but they all look the 
same. Do you buy: 
4A Farm fresh 
Nh é Free-range 
® € Freedom Food. 




















How green are you? Do you always stop and 
think or just blunder on regardless? Have a go at 
these nerve-wracking, real-life problems. Then 
take a look at what your green rating is... 


- 5 Your bedroom’s a 

_ 4 disgrace? It’s full of old 
2y) magazines, sweet 
wrappers and drink cans. 
Youve got to clean it - and 
quick. Do yous 
AA Start a bonfire in the garden and 
burn everything. 
1B Put all the rubbish in a bin-liner 
and leave it out for the dustmen. 
& Separate the paper and cans and 
take them to the nearest recycling 
unit. 


| It’s your sister’s 

4 birthday and she’s 

eg asked for some cruelty- 
free cosmetics, but you’re not 
sure what to buy. Do you 
choose: 

AA Anything with a fruit flavour. 

IB Anything that says cruelty-free on 
it. 

& Products which state that neither 
they nor their ingredients have been 
tested on animals. 


Your parents are choosing 


— » some new loo seats and 
ay your father wants shiny 
mahogany ones. You know the 
rain forests are badly 
threatened by the production 
of loo seats. Do yous 

A Tell your father he is downright 
selfish and solely responsible for the 
destruction of the rain forests. 

BB Keep quiet and hope he changes 
his mind. 
& Get out your copy of the Green 
Consumer Guide (Cassell, £4.99) which 
states that rain forest the size of 20 
football pitches is destroyed every 
second to provide timber for 
mahogany loo seats. 


> It’s your birthday and 
¢ your parents have 

wy treated you to some new 
clothes. What do you do with 
the old ones that don’t fit? 
A Throw them in the bin. 
B Sell them at a car boot sale and 
buy a puppy from a pet shop with the 
proceeds. 
€ Drop them into an RSPCA charity 
shop the next time you're in town. 





You've just spent a 
y brilliant day picnicking 
on the beach with your 
family and now it’s time to go 
home. There’s no bin so what 
do you do with the litter? 
AA Bury it — it can’t cause any 
problems if no-one can see it. 
IB Throw it in the sea — it will sink 
eventually. 
& Bundle it up and take it home with 
you. 


¢) You’re on holiday in 
¢ \ Spain when a man asks if 
‘ you’d like to have your 

photograph taken with his 
monkey. Do you: 
A Drape the monkey across your 
shoulders and shout “Me Tarzan, you 
Jane!” as the photographer snaps 
away. 
1B Run off with the monkey in a bid 
to save it from this cruel trade. 
& Refuse to have your photograph 
taken. 


Light gree 


You are joking — aren’t you? If this 
is your real score then you need 
to change your ways — and fast! 
Try thinking about what you're 
doing before you actually do it and 
bear in mind what the knock-on 
effects of your actions might be. 
For example, if you answered B in 
question one, you are being very 
irresponsible. The RSPCA already 
has to find homes for thousands of 
animals every year — don’t add to 
the problem! (Read the neutering 
feature on page ten now!) 


Not bad, but if you got less than 
20, read the 0-10 score as well. 
Anyone with a score of between 
20 and 30 can give themselves a 
little pat on the back. You 

Ceteta ea) NA MoM nea oor TIA) 
it comes to animal welfare, 
although sometimes you could do 
better. Give yourself a few months 
then do this quiz again — you 
should get top marks! 


Congratulations — you really are a 
keen green! You seem to know 
exactly the right way to handle any 
situation where animals or the 
environment are at stake. Just 
keep up the good work and 
encourage those around you to 
follow your shining example! 








Written by Amanda Bailey, Illustrations by Woody 





Type: Bay horse 
hes Being ridden and 
Hat: veryone but Tanya 


Habits: Galloping round the 


ddock / 
aes Tanya Jarvis (13), 


Zimbabwe 


groomed 


SAMMY 
Type: Bantam 
cockerel 

Likes: Dust baths 
Hates: Boxes 
Habits: Chasing the 
cat around the garden 
Owner: Elizabeth 
Green (14), Lincoin 









eae Mi eee Uae) Aiea ey taal ROSIE 

to give away some fantastic cameras. Sees 
The best three photos appearing on this page — 
as chosen by our editor Michaela Miller — will nee 
win a Fuji Clearshot Compact 
Camera worth £22.99. The Hates: 
Cesc gem a Zon LU Cehg mK or-Col olny Habits: 
will win a Fujicolor oI 

Nin 


Colfer oR Men 
Camera worth £5.49. 


Bimal 

Pere Wy 

Va Pero! PCR 
A Ene CTT 
photographers. 


There’s a built-in flash, so you can take 
photos of your pets indoors and at night. 
What’s more the film is simple to load! 


The Fujicolor Quicksnap Camera is simple 
CUTS Cie ge Tee acu | 
on! It already 
ety tL] 
with film so it’s Parner 
Crt) A CT oo) 
Beta eel) Lil 4 ~ 
straight away. Ee 

aed Bee. 






26 ANIMAL ACTION January/February 1997 


: r 
canada oe 


Type: 


aH 
larly cH 


Owner: 


Type: Shetland 
sheep dog 
Likes: The 
mop 
Hates: The 
vacuum cleaner 
Owner: 
Rachel Robson 
(9), Tyne & 
ear " 








JEMIMA 

Type: Old English rabbit 

Likes: Sitting under beech trees 
Hates: The colour white 
Owners: Philip (13), Michael (1 l), 
David (9), and Andrew (5) Groom, 
Cumbria 


©) FUJIFILM 


PETS 


JEEVES AND 
woosTER 
: a 

ei ae dandelion leaves and 
ike: ; 
lettuce 

: Bein: separated r 
Paeiss ChasiDe each other around an 


j ver food 
aoe Jennifer Benson (13), South 


Yorkshire 






















Lb7 


Send us your pet photos together with i 
ann 


your name, age and address to Pets Pix, 
Animal Action, RSPCA, Causeway, ; 
Horsham, West 
Sussex RHI2 IHG. Please 
-enclose a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope if you 
would like them returned. 


ba Eco 


“Sea 4 
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Challenges 


If you like Animal Action, you’ll love the 

Action for Animals Challenges. Packed full 
of exciting animal-mad activities, the Challenges 
are open to Animal Action Club members only — 
Evite CC CTT lia CoM CTS 
CoC reo Te CTEM ILM CMT) 4g 
level with Challenge Two. If you haven’t started 
yet then don’t worry. Send off for Challenge One 
now by completing the form below. 

We have a terrific set of postcards for you to 
collect. These colourful postcards, which come in 
a set of ten, include pictures of farm, wild and 
pet animals. They also contain vital information 

on many of the animals featured uu) 


Please send me: 
My free Action for Animals Challenge One book 

Stick up for Animals sticker book price £1.50 +25p p+p 
Action for Animals postcards price £1.50 +50p p+p 
































Please make cheques/POs payable to RSPCA 
PRIF97 
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are a great way for Club 
members to get more involved 
with the RSPCA. Complete this 
one and you could win some 
fabulous reference books. 


Hands up who 

gave someone a 

pet for 
Christmas. Hopefully none 
of you did. Every year the 
RSPCA has to deal with 
hundreds of pets that are 
abandoned by people who 
are given animals as 
‘surprise’ presents. Often 
they find themselves unable 
to cope with all the care a 
pet needs. To help ease the 
problem, the RSPCA tries 
to make sure that the cats 
and dogs it rehomes are 
neutered to prevent 
unwanted litters. If you 
haven’t already read the 
neutering feature in this 
issue of Animal Action, turn 
to page ten now! 

For this issue’s special 

activity, we want you to 
write a poem about how 


New hope: An abandoned 
dog waits to be rehomed. 


you would feel if you were 
a homeless animal. Where 
would you go? What would 
you think of your owners? 
How would you survive? 
When you have got all 
your thoughts down on 
paper — and remember, 
poems don’t have to 
rhyme! — write your name, 
address, date of birth and 
membership number — you 
must be a member to 
enter — on the back of 
your entry. Send it to the 
Animal Action Club at the 
usual RSPCA address. 


Win! 
in There are 


some excellent prizes up 
for grabs! The writer of 
the best poem will win 
four fabulous 
hardback reference 
books from Dorling 
Kindersley worth 
£100 - Geography of 
the World, Eyewitness 
Atlas of the World, 
Science Encyclopedia 
and Children’s 
IHustrated 
Encyclopedia. Four 
runners-up will 
receive Geography of 
the World. 

These up-to-date reference 
books have a clear 
approach to tough subjects, 
like geography and science. 
They are packed full of 
facts and spectacular full- 


colour photographs. Once 
you have these there’s no 

reason not to come top of 
the class! 

Remember, everyone 


=a» Welcome to the Animal al Action Club 


2@hd a 


Animal Action’s special activities 





who enters will win an 


RSPCA pen and 
certificate. Make sure 
your poems reach us 
by 19 February 1997, 


If you like Animal Action but think you are getting a 
bit too old for it, why not send for a free copy of 
Animal Life, the RSPCA’s adult membership magazine. 


Write to the 
enquiries 
department 
at the usual 
address for 
your free 
copy. We 
think 
Animal Life 
is suitable 
for animal 
welfarists 
aged 13 
years and 
over. 







How to UL 


Animal Action Club membership costs just 

£5.50 a year. It is open to all young people 
up to the age of I7 who care about animals. Each 
Pe CS Mm eT a) CE. 
year of their own magazine Animal Action and, 
when first joining, a folder, special badge, stickers 
and membership card. Members can also go on 
Animal Adventures at special discounted prices. 
To join, fill in the form below and send it, together 
with a cheque or postal order for £5.50 (please do 
not send cash) to: RSPCA Animal Action Club, 
Causeway, Horsham, West Sussex RHI2 IHG. 





MEMBERSHIP FORM 


PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS 
Name 
Address 


Postcode Date of Birth 



























ily House (10) 





MY NEW DOG 

We named him Caspar 
He is friendly 

His fur is white 

He is very playful 


He even pinches our socks 


Sometimes he can be 
Very good. 

Lindsay Geddard 
(1@) 









‘Me 


Elizabeth Griffith (10) 


Emma Murray (16) 











A fantastic Crayola 


be on its way to all the 
talented poets and artists 
who appear in this issue’s 
Fame At Last. This set 
includes everything you 
need to design and make 
your very own personal 
greeting cards and party 
invitations. With the 12 
matching coloured cards 
and envelopes as well as 


colouring pencils, stickers, 


stencils and much more, 
you’re sure to create 
stunning designs! 


Card Creations set will 


Send your entries, 
with your name, age 
and address on the 
back to: Fame At Last 
at our usual Animal 


wales le ge EU 


Toe Crater aol 
bint oM ey-Cel arm Cel Lg 
drawing doesn’t 
show through. We 

ET ee eLg oT aoe Cay 
CEL) mom gig) 
Rats 
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